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With all their other attainments the TSTaseans seem
to have fought shy of stonework. They were an agri-
cultural and fishing race, as we know from the designs
on their pottery and other remains; they dwelt in a
warm equable climate, and they apparently had no
need of stone dwellings. Like the inhabitants of the
northern Peruvian coast districts, their temples, forts,
buildings and walls were of adobe, and they erected
no large stone monoliths or idols. Though in a desert
district they placed large areas of land tinder culti-
vation, bringing the water for many miles by canals
and ditches to irrigate their fields. They raised
nearly every variety of vegetable, grain and fruit
known to South America. Although, as far as we
know, they were by no means as highly cultured or
civilized as the Aztecs, the Mayas, the pre-Incas or
the Incas, the Nascans were far above the level
of savages or barbarians. They possessed all or near-
ly all the arts, and had a good fundamental knowl-
edge of engineering. They had many industries of
civilization, a complex religion, and possibly a sym-
bolic recorded language. They were well organized
socially and politically, and, did we know more of
their home life and customs, we might find that they
were a truly civilized race.
Until recently it was thought that they were the
only highly cultured race that had existed in the dis-
strict? and innumerable theories had been suggested
to account for their presence and culture. They had
been linked theoretically with the still more ancient
Tiahuanaeans, with the pre-Incas and with many
other cultures, but none of these theories seemed to